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Abstract
	“The Caged Bird Sings” is an autobiographical fiction which is based on the life of Maya Angelou. The writing of this autobiography was inspired by her life experiences during her early childhood and has been a representation of what many other people go through. Being an African, she faced racial discrimination and made her thirsty of freedom from such a life and that’s why the topic “I Know Why a Caged Bird Sings" was chosen. The caged bird lacks freedom and feels oppressed and a result chooses to sing so that its plead may be heard from a distance. The book starts off at her tender age whereby she was raped at the age of 8 years an act that brought an emotional terror to both her social and emotional life. 
	












Summary of the book
	The book focuses on racism which is intensely reflected in the life of Maya Angelou. She faced racial discrimination at her tender age and her mother took her together with her brother to live with their grandmother in order to shelter them from the extreme effects of racism. When she attended school, she was highly despised by her classmates for being black. This did not stop her from working hard towards her goals. Even with the oppression, she managed to be top of her class. Additionally, Maya was given a deeming treatment by her employer due to racial discrimination (Choudhry & Asif, 2013). This made her feel ill about herself but still fought to acquire racial equality. 
Themes 
	The theme of survival is also focused in the book by Maya Angelo. Through the life experiences of Maya, she went through difficult situations which could make her give up but she managed to push through all those struggles to achieve her desires. She made it possible to complete her studies. After school, she managed to work in different positions which indicated her focus and success too. She worked as a journalist, actor, composer as well as an educator before she finally got into literature writing.
 	Maya managed to survive to live with her grandmother at a very tender age. This would have been difficult as she was separated from the mother-child bond but despite the situation, she adapted to her new life. Additionally, after the incidence of rape, Maya struggled to be herself again (Assefie, 2012). She felt isolated and rejected in the community which lowered her self-esteem. Even with those challenges, she managed to get back to herself and accept the challenge and moved on with life.
	Literacy is highly focused on in this autobiography by Maya. It is important to gain knowledge by attending school. This knowledge Maya gained helped her in the writing of her book. She mainly focuses on the importance of education to the society which helps in the facilitation of the campaign against racism and feminism. Maya managed to be educated even after being a black woman. This creates the need for a society to avoid discrimination and ensure that all children are educated despite their gender or color. Maya depicts that educating a woman is equivalent to educating a society as the impact of women education is greater compared to that of men. 
	Courage is an important theme in this book. Maya focuses on the quest for independence which will cause the freedom of many people in the society. Most people are afraid to speak up their struggles and fears which make them feel oppressed. Maya acts as a representation of these people and his poetry would be the start of their freedom. He uses the caged bird as a symbolism of the citizens who are highly affected by the oppression in the country. 
	The book also focuses on rape which is depicted in Maya’s early life whereby she was raped by her mother’s boyfriend. This calls for the need for the child’s protection from abuse. In the book, the man who raped Maya was imprisoned and it showed the beginning of change as well as enhancement of equality to all races. Authors purpose to use the rape incidence was to show the importance of family in society (Jacobs, 2013). Maya's parents had separated and thus the children did not have the parental protection that they deserve. If the two were together, probably the rape incidence would not have occurred. 
Author’s Writing Style
 	The author uses fiction writing style for her book so as to make it more significant and appealing. She uses dialogue, characterization and thematic development in the construction of her ideas and enhancement of the literature flow. She has used dialogue to give the story realism and also to help her in revealing her character traits. Additionally, thematic development in the story is the use of the musical technique of the caged bird singing to capture the attention of the readers as well as to boost the understanding of the story.
Conclusion
	Maya Angelou story “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” has used different themes in the development of the story. Themes developed from the autobiography include survival, feminism, the critique of racism, the importance of family, quest for independence among others. The writer uses narration mode of writing to make the book interesting and easily express her ideas.
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